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Announcing the 2017 Spring Break Mission Trip Location, by Josh Zito 
 

As we waved goodbye and climbed into the hot church van, I turned to Tyler and said "that was 
fun". He vehemently agreed as we started planning the Spring Break Mission Trip. 
 
Mid July, Tyler and I made an exploratory trip down to Atlanta, GA, in the hopes of discovering our 
2017 Spring Break location. Lo-and-behold, after abundant sweating, arduous pursuit, and Joyce 
Troxler’s wisdom, we were able to track down Friends of Refugees. This organization specifically 
works with local refugees in the Clarkston area by offering physical and spiritual resources to fami-
lies that may not have ever experienced the love of Christ in their native community. Many of the 
refugees in this area hail from places around the globe that are considered "unreached people 
group” locations. This means that if they had not come to our shores they would have less than a 2% 
chance of hearing the Gospel. 
 
After visiting the second largest Hindu Temple in the nations, we met up with the Director of      
Operations for Friends of Refugees, Jim Neal. Jim is currently serving as an elder at the Northlake 
Church of Christ in Tucker GA, but he was once a student at our very own University of Tennessee! 
What's more, he and his wife Laura met each other for the first time at a Christian Student Center 
Fall Retreat! 



 

 

Jim gave Tyler and I a tour of the Clarkson area as he educated us on some of the individual diffi-
culties faced by refugee families. He then took us to check-out some of the programs which meet 
those needs. Among the many, was the community garden center that offers plots of land where 
refugees can grow produce and generate income for their families. Jim told us they had big plans 
for that land as they are praying for the Lord to help them build a refugee development center. 
 
“After over a decade of strong growth for Friends of Refugees and a desire to better serve the 
community, the idea for JADC [the Jolly Avenue Development Center] arose as a way to more 

sustainably provide space for critical opportunities and success…The JADC will benefit the entire 
neighborhood, but with more than 100 ethnicities within a few minutes’ walk of the site, it 
predominantly serves refugees resettled in the USA from areas of the world where they have 
endured abject poverty, religious or political persecution, violence and war. We believe that 
intelligence, ability and ambition are evenly distributed throughout humanity, but the opportunity 
to deploy those things for success is not. We’re going to change that.” 
– http://friendsofrefugees.com/jadc/ 
 
This area would be one of the locations where our students would be able to carry out some service 
projects, and also have some fire-pit-devotionals. Not only did Jim and Laura offer us a place to 
stay, but they also treated us to some delicious Indian food. One of the many great things about  
Atlanta is that because of the substantial refugee population, the culinary landscape is quite exten-
sive, and you can basically get a bite from anywhere in the world! 
 
In short, Tyler and I were very humbled by the work that is being done by Friends if Refugees. We 
hope that this mission trip will not only offer us the opportunity to serve the ministry, but we also 
hope that in so doing some of the students will catch the bug for missions. 


